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About American Association of Blacks in Energygy
A national association of energy professionals… 1700 members in 36 chapters, nationwide

A resource for discussion of the economic  social and political impact of environmental A resource for discussion of the economic, social and political impact of environmental 
and energy policies. 

Ensure the involvement in energy policymaking by recommending capable and informed gy p y g y g p
personnel to appropriate officials. 

Encourage energy-related public and private sectors to be responsive to the problems, 
goals and aspirations of African Americans. 

Encourage  energy related career pursuits for African American students 
and to provide financial aid and mentorship supportand to provide financial aid and mentorship support.

AABE: Energy Knowledge for Our Community, Our People and Our Tomorrow
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“ d h l h h d h“ … despite our historical successes in higher education, the 
preeminence of many of our colleges and universities, and some 
examples of improvement in this decade  our higher education examples of improvement in this decade, our higher education 
performance is not commensurate with the current needs of our 
society or our economy.”y y

Measuring Up 2008Measuring Up 2008
National Center Report Card on Higher Education
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Wh  H d?What Happened?

O h   h  d   dOther nations have made enormous strides

Affordability of higher education

Investment in elementary and secondary education
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Educational Level of AmericansEducational Level of Americans
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Investment in Higher Educationg
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The Challenge:  Educating The The Challenge:  Educating The 
Workforce

Retraining existing workforce

High School graduates who go on to collegeHigh School graduates who go on to college

Households without college education

G d ti  tGraduation rates

Students who study STEM 

Math and science aptitude of students
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Challenge: Supporting High School 
St d tStudents

College Enrollment

Drop out ratesDrop out rates

Quality of education

N  ll  dNot college ready

Disparity in enrollment for college

Math and science aptitude not as high as peers internationally
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Challenge:  Supporting College Students

ReadinessReadiness

Graduation rates

M t l  j   Most popular majors  

#1 – Business

#4 Bi l  / Bi l i l S i#4 - Biology / Biological Sciences

#10 – Computer and Information Sciences

Need college bound students to want to study in the STEM 

majors
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Wh t   d ?What can we do?

Partnerships

Develop innovate models to learning

Support and encourage companies to partner with their local Support and encourage companies to partner with their local 

schools

Offer student opportunity to learn more about the energy Offer student opportunity to learn more about the energy 

business
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Model:  New Jersey Weatherization Training Model:  New Jersey Weatherization Training 
Program

Community Driven Collaboration

Training of residents in empowerment zones to become g p
weatherization technicians/installers.

Partners: Black Ministers Council, CAP agencies, Vocational 
–Technical Schools and Labor Union 

Comprehensive training program

U  i   i  ll  f  Uses community partners expertise all aspects of program 
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M d l   PG&E P  P thModel:  PG&E Power Pathway

Partnership between company, education system & others

Training opportunities to fill gap

4 Tracks:  4 Tracks:  

Career Prep

IndustryIndustry

Education 

GreenGreen
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Model: AABE Scholarship and Mentoring

Eligible for minority students who plan to study STEM

Gave out over $180,000 in 2009

Recipients paired with an AABE member as mentor

Internships and other opportunities
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“In the middle of every difficulty lies opportunity.”

Albert Einstein- Albert Einstein
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