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EPRI brings together expert people with new 

and exciting ideas to help energize the world!

ÅFounded by and for the 

electricity industry in 1973

ÅIndependent, non-profit center 

for public interest energy and 

environmental research

ÅCollaborative approach

ÅOver $350M annual funding

ÅMajor offices in Palo Alto, CA; 

Charlotte, NC; Knoxville, TN

Å450+ participants in more than 

40 countries EPRIôs Founder
Chauncey Starr
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Topics

ÅTodayôs Electricity Grid

ÅWhat is Smart Grid?

ÅDistribution Automation Defined

ÅEPRIôs Green Circuits Initiative

ÅWhat to Look For In Smart Grid Programs
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Todayôs Electricity Grid
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Todayôs Electricity Grid
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Key Take-Aways of Todayôs Grid

Å Generation must match 
consumption 
instantaneously

Å Generation follows load

Å Electricity flows in one 
direction

Å Grid is passively controlled

Å The electricity business is 
tremendously capital 
intensive and much of the 
existing infrastructure is old
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Distribution System Issues

ÅScale 

ÅSmall devices

ÅSpread out
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What is Smart Grid?


